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Introduction
Voting reform has recently been one of the most prominent topics of conversation, especially since the
presidential election cycle of 2020. One of the most controversial issues surrounding this topic has been
automatic voter registration. When it comes to automatic voter registration in the United States, 20 states
and Washington D.C. have currently approved the reform, meaning that over a third of Americans live in
a jurisdiction that has either passed or implemented automatic voter registration.1 Wisconsin is one of
many states that has recently proposed similar legislation, with the most recent attempt initiated in 2019
by Wisconsin Democrats to automatically register voters when they receive or renew their driver’s license
or state ID cards.2 Democratic governor Tony Evers has said that Wisconsin should be aiming to get 80 to
90 percent of eligible voters to the polls, while Republican Assembly Speaker Robin Vos has said that
“this bill is a solution looking for a problem.”2
Redistricting, or redrawing the maps of legislative districts, has also recently surfaced as a hot button
issue at both the state and federal level. More specifically, Wisconsin has proposed two different
approaches to redrawing maps: (1) by using a non-partisan commission or (2) through the state legislature
and governor (the current process). People who do not like keeping the legislature and the governor in
charge of redistricting often call for a nonpartisan system, where politicians have less control over their
own districts.3 Bills have been introduced in Wisconsin every session for a decade that would do just that,
however, none have been implemented to this point.3 While the legislature and governor currently
undertake this process, they have currently reached a sharp partisan divide. The governor, Democrat Tony
Evers, has proposed a redistricting plan known as the “People’s Maps Commission.” There are many
elements of this commission, such as looking at various characteristics from partisan fairness, population
deviation, and preservation of political boarders, to the composition of the commission itself (a panel of
retired judges, who pick a panel of nine citizens, to take input from the public and draw maps).3 The
Republican majority legislature cites the Wisconsin Constitution where it says that after the U.S. Census,
“the Legislature shall apportion and district anew the members of the Senate and Assembly, according to
the number of inhabitants.”3 Given the divide between the legislature and Evers, the dispute over
legislative districts is likely to be decided in court.3

Overview of Poll & Methodology
The UW-Green Bay Poll is conducted by the Political Science Research Lab, which is housed in the UWGreen Bay Political Science program, under the supervision of Professor Aaron Weinschenk. The goal of
the poll is to develop a better understanding of the issues that are important to Wisconsinites from a
scientific and non-partisan perspective. The 2021 UW-Green Bay Poll was in the field between October

19 and October 26, 2021. In total, our sample is comprised of 455 Wisconsinites who completed the
survey online. The margin of error (MOE) for this survey is +/- 4.6 at a 95% confidence level. Our
sample has been carefully weighted on known population parameters from the U.S. Census, such as age
and gender, to make sure that it is line with the Wisconsin population.

Public Opinion on Automatic Voter Registration
Previous research on this topic has indicated that there is a fairly high levels of support for automatic
voter registration in the United States. A 2018 Pew Research Poll, for example, found that 65% of U.S.
adults favored automatically registering all eligible citizens to vote, while only 34% opposed this
initiative. According to our poll, 55% of Wisconsinites favored a law that would automatically register
eligible voters when they turn eighteen years old, with 31% opposing this kind of reform, and 14% saying
they don’t know enough about this proposal.

Automatic Voter Registration by Age
Younger people in Wisconsin are significantly more likely to approve of automatic voter registration at
eighteen than older people. In short, as age increases, approval of automatic voter registration at eighteen
decreases, possibly because older age groups are already registered to vote and don’t see it as a big
inconvenience. Accordingly, our poll of Wisconsinites shows that 82% of those in the 18-25 age backet
support automatic voter registration at eighteen, compared to only 42% support among those in the 66+
age bracket.

Automatic Voter Registration by Ideology and Political Party
In addition to age, we were interested in understanding how partisanship and ideology are related to
opinions on automatic voter registration at eighteen. Previous research from Pew Research has found a
decrease in Republican support for automatic voter registration and an increase in support among
Democrats since 2018 nationwide. This research also showed that younger Republicans were more likely
than older Republicans to support such a measure. Within the state of Wisconsin, 33% of conservatives
and 34% of Republicans support automatic voter registration at eighteen. On the other hand, 80% of
liberals and 76% of Democrats support the measure. Moderates and independents fall somewhere in the
middle, with 57% of moderates supporting the policy and 44% of independents supporting it.
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Figure 1: Overall Favorability of Automatically Registering Voters When They Turn Eighteen

Figure 2: Automatic Voter Registration by Age
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Figure 3: Auto Voter Registration by Ideology and Political Party
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Figure 4: Auto Voter Registration by Race and Ethnicity
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Automatic Voter Registration by Race and Ethnicity
Overall, our poll indicates that White respondents, with 53% favorability, were less likely than African
American/Black respondents, with an overwhelming 77% favorability, to support automatic voter
registration at eighteen. This is consistent with the trends in a Pew Research poll conducted in 2021 that
showed national favorability among whites at 56% and among blacks at 73%. In our survey, Hispanics
favored automatic voter registration at eighteen by about three percentage points more than whites, at
56%, which is a bit lower than what national levels polls typically find. For example, a 2021 Pew
Research poll found that Hispanic favorability was 69%. The “other” race/ethnicity category, which
includes Asian and Native Americans/Pacific Islanders, shows almost an even split among respondents,
with 44% favoring the policy and 41% opposing it.

Automatic Voter Registration by Location
When looking at automatic voter registration at eighteen by different place types, our poll showed that
there is much stronger favorability among those who say they live in urban areas, with 71% favoring and
only 17% opposing this proposition. The level of support for this policy in rural and suburban locations
was much lower compared to urban areas. Indeed, only 48% of those who said they live in a rural area
favor this policy and 50% of those who said they live in a suburban area favoring it.

Automatic Voter Registration by Education
When it comes to different educational attainment levels, our data indicate that there isn’t a strong
relationship. Across most education levels, support for this policy is in the same ball park (50-57%). Only
one group stands out as a bit of an outlier (those with some graduate education). Their level of support for
this policy was 37%, which is a bit lower than the other educational groups.

Figure 5: Automatic Voter Registration by Location
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Figure 6: Automatic Voter Registration by Education
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Conclusion
Overall, 55% of Wisconsinites surveyed in our poll favored automatic voter registration at eighteen, 31%
opposed this initiative, and 14% said that they hadn’t heard enough about the topic to form an opinion on
way or the other. Ideology and political party were strongly related to opinion on this issue. Liberals and
Democrats were much more likely to support automatic voter registration than conservatives and
Republicans. Location and race/ethnicity were also factors that played an important role in shaping how
people view automatic voter registration. Those living in urban areas and those in the African
American/Black population were strongly in favor of automatic voter registration. Age was also important
in determining where Wisconsinites stood on this issue. Older respondents were much less favorable of
this reform than younger respondents. Interestingly, we found that education wasn’t a strong determinant
of where respondents stood on this issue.
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Public Opinion on Who Should Redraw District Maps
In our poll, we also asked about another reform related to elections and voting. More specifically, we
asked people who they though should be charge of redistricting (a nonpartisan commission or the
governor and legislature). According to our poll, 61% of Wisconsinites polled favor having a non-partisan
commission redraw the maps for legislative districts for the state legislature and for Congress.
Alternatively, 17% of respondents favored sticking with the process that Wisconsin currently uses (the
state legislature and the governor redraw the district maps). 22% also said that they didn’t know enough
about the topic to provide an opinion.

Who Should Redraw District Maps by Age
Overall, our poll indicates that as age increases, so does support for a non-partisan commission. The one
outlier in this ascending age trend is those in the 26-35 age range, whose favorability for a non-partisan
commission is 61%. For example, among those in the 66+ age range, 72% favor a non-partisan
commission, while among those in the 18-25 range, only 39% favor a non-partisan commission. A
Marquette Law Poll found a similar age-related trend in their results when they fielded the same question
in 2021. In their poll, there was a 52% favorability for a non-partisan commission in the 18–29 age range,
and a much higher 68% favorability for a non-partisan commission in the 60+ age range, with ascending
non-partisan commission favorability ratings between those two age ranges.1

Who Should Redraw District Maps by Ideology and Political Party
A national-level poll from Pew Research in 2021 found that Republicans and Republican Leaners are
somewhat more likely to disapprove of these non-partisan commissions compared to Democrats. This is
consistent with the results from our poll as well, however, there is at least majority approval for a nonpartisan commission to redraw the maps among all ideologies and political parties. Favorability toward a
non-partisan commission is strongest among liberals and Democrats, with 73% and 67% support,
respectively. The majority of conservatives and Republicans also favor a non-partisan commission, 54%
and 55%, respectively, but they also have the highest support levels for the state legislature and governor
to draw the maps, with conservatives at 23% favorability and Republicans at 26% favorability. Moderates
and independents fall somewhere between the two parties and ideologies in this case, with 63% and 62%
favoring a non-partisan commission, respectively.
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Figure 1: Overall Opinion on Who Should be in Charge of Redrawing District Maps
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Figure 2: Who Should be in Charge of Redrawing District Maps by Age
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Figure 3: Who Should be in Charge of Redrawing District Maps by Ideology and Political Party

Figure 4: Who Should be in Charge of Redrawing District Maps by Race and Ethnicity

Who Should Redraw District Maps by Race and Ethnicity
White individuals and those individuals who reported being in the other race/ethnicity category, which
includes Asian and Native Americans/Pacific Islanders, have the strongest levels of support for a nonpartisan commission among the groups examined in our survey. Among both groups, support was around
60%. Among African American/Black respondents, 38% wanted a non-partisan commission and 25%
wanted the state legislature and governor. A large percentage of African American/Black respondents said
they didn’t know enough about this proposal to have an opinion either way (37%). Hispanics were a bit
more likely than Black respondents to favor a non-partisan commission (48% in favor). A 2021 Marquette
Law Poll conducted around the same question yielded similar results around white, Black, and “other
category” individuals, however, one difference was that Hispanics were even less likely than Black
individuals to support a non-partisan commission.2

Who Should Redraw District Maps by Location
One of the observations that can be made from the poll based on a person’s identified place type is that
across different types of places, the majority favors a non-partisan commission redrawing the district
maps. Overall, 59% of people who said they live in rural areas support the use of a non-partisan
commission, 56% of people living in suburban areas support the use of a non-partisan commission, and
69% of people living in urban areas favor a non-partisan commission.

Who Should Redraw District Maps by Education
We were also interested in understanding if and how educational attainment influences opinion on who
should redraw the district maps for the state legislature and for Congress. One of the main trends that can
be identified from our poll is that as one’s educational attainment level increases, so does their
favorability of using a non-partisan commission to redraw district maps. For example, among those with
high school or less, only a 46% favored a non-partisan commission; among those in the highest level of
education in our poll, 76% favored the use of a non-partisan commission.
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Figure 5: Who Should be in Charge of Redrawing District Maps by Location
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Conclusion
Overall, 61% of Wisconsinites, when asked who should be responsible for drawing legislative maps—the
state legislature and governor or a non-partisan commission—favored a non-partisan commission.
Alternatively, 17% said they thought sticking with the traditional state legislature and governor approach
was best, and 22% said that they didn’t know enough about the question to form an opinion either way.
When it comes to certain demographics, age and educational attainment level were positively related to
opinions on this issue. Older individuals and those who are highly educated tend to prefer the use of a
non-partisan commission when redrawing the district maps. Importantly, all ideologies, partisan
identities, and location types (urban vs. suburban vs. rural residents) identified in our poll had a majority
respondents say that they favored a non-partisan commission.
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